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• After Ruling, States Rush to Enact Voting Laws Cooper, Michael.  New York Times, July 5, 2013
• Republicans advance more than 100 bills that would restrict voting in wake of Trump's defeat Timm, Jane C.  NBC News 
Feb. 5, 2021
• The Brennan Center for Justice provides multiple resources.
• The Texas Secretary of State provided all voter data for Texas.
• Texas Monthly provided more depth to Texas’ history of voter suppression. 
• Pew Research provided much of the minority voting patterns including minority population and voting patterns data.
• The Demographics of Texas
• How Does Voter ID Law Compare to Other States? The Texas Tribune
• Texas lawmakers advance a bill that would make voting more difficult, drawing comparisons to Georgia. Comparing the 
voting laws proposed in Texas to what has passed in Georgia.
• Concealed Carry Permit by County
• One Person, One Vote.  Anderson, Carol.  2018.
• Voter Suppression in U.S. Elections.  Compiled by Jim Downs with contributions by:  Stacey Abrams, Carol Anderson, 
Kevin M. Kruse, Heather Cox Richardson, Heather Ann Thompson, John Lewis, and Ari Berman.
This study has simply been a scratch on the surface, and will continue to be a hot 
topic of conversation among political scientists and politicians.  This study has been 
centered around minority populations and voter ID laws, but it did not begin to 
delve into the other restrictions that exist in many states.  For example, Texas does 
not allow third-party voter registrations, even though such drives are shown to 
drastically improve voter registration across the state.  In the past four elections, 
only about 60% of the voting population voted in the presidential elections, leaving 
nearly 40% of eligible voters either without the proper registration, without the 
proper ID, or some other factor.  These 40% are disenfranchised voters, whether 
through purposeful suppression or lack of interest in democracy.  This is a study I 
would undertake with more time, tackling the complexities of this can be a life long 
mission.
Gone are the days of explicitly denying the right to vote to minority citizens, instead 
the Republican Party has passed laws that implicitly restrict the right.  After the 2020 
election former President Trump spread the lie that the election was stolen from him, 
and far too many Republicans backed him in that lie.  In the face of no evidence, and 
no facts to support the assertion, this lie has still been parroted across the country 
causing a mass distrust of American elections.  American elections are the beacon to 
the world of good, fair, and free elections.  However, increasingly Americans do not see 
their own elections that way.  A January Morning Consult Poll found that a majority of 
Americans, 65%, believe that the 2020 election was free and fair, but only 32% of 
Republicans feel that way.  This creates a wedge in our democracy, one that is not 
easily fixed by a political party, but must be challenged by the collective polity.  Too 
often American’s rights to vote have been infringed, and no American should stand for 
it.  A majority of Republicans believe that our elections are not secure enough, and they 
believe that the President stole it from his predecessor.  This lie is why these new laws 
and restrictions seem popular in the states that are adopting them, but the truth is they 
will disenfranchise millions of voters across the country.  It is estimated that 23,000 
voters were disenfranchised by the Wisconsin Voter ID law ahead of the 2016 election; 
Donald Trump won that state by 22,700 votes.  Voter fraud has been proven to be false, 
but these laws are very intentional. 
There is a causal link between high voter turnout, especially among 
minorities and non-white citizens, and the introduction of new voting 
legislation.  Since 2013, these voting laws have become much easier to 
pass, with no necessity for Federal preclearance.  These laws, among 
other things, target:
• The poor:  with lower access to  appropriate forms of ID poorer 
people are far more affected.  Requiring an ID for the act of voting 
also places a monetary burden on those who are the poorest in 
society.
• People of Color:  Not only are POC often poorer than other 
Americans, they are often disproportionally in large, dense urban 
counties where access to DMV or any other government agency is 
more scarce.
• Growing Minority Populations:  In states like Arizona and Texas there 
has been an explosion of non-white population growth over the past 
decade, causing an uptick in the voting electorate.
• Younger Voters:  Voter ID laws are already restrictive, but states like 
Texas include restrictions on the use of School ID’s to vote, which 
disproportionately disenfranchise thousands of young voters.
America is witnessing a crisis of democracy unseen since the times of 
the Civil Rights Era.  In the wake of unprecedented voter turnout in 
the South, the number of voters that express doubt in the 2020 
election,, mingled with fear of widespread, nonexistent, voter fraud 
has resulted in the introduction of new voting regulations in 
legislatures across the country.  These new restrictive laws will only 
serve to suppress the vote in large swathes of the population.  
Researching these laws and tracing their history back to the Shelby 
County (2013) decision by the Supreme Court to gut the Voting 
Rights Act, helps to unravel the reason voter suppression is seeing a 
new surge in the South.
• Mere after hours following the Shelby County (2013) decision, 
Texas began enforcing its Voter ID law, called the most restrictive 
in the country.
• Within months of this decision, there were 92 restrictive bills 
being considered by more than half of the country, 33 states.
• According to the Brennan Center for Justice, nearly all of those 
restrictive bills included strict Voter ID measures, which 
disproportionally affect poor people, and people of color.
• Today, measures have gotten even more stringent, using the Big 
Lie as a base, GOP-led legislatures have introduced a staggering 
361 bills.  All under the premise of “Election Integrity.”
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• The strictest voter ID law in the United States is in Texas.  You must 
have only certain state approved forms of ID, which include a handgun 
permit and a driver’s license.  
• In order to legally help with voter registration, you must be a valid 
state-approved registrar, and can only register in the country in which 
you are a registrar.
• After Holder Texas has eliminated 20% of its polling sites, nearly all in 
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The above graph shows the voter turnout in the state of Texas 
compared to the cases of fraud prosecuted by the Office of the 
Secretary of State.  Voter Fraud is represented in green columns, and 
the reason they cannot be seen, is simply because it is infinitesimally 
small each of these election years.  The line represents the amount of 
voting laws introduced in the Texas legislature. So far, this year only 1 
has been introduced, but it is an omnibus bill including measures that 
directly target areas with large urban centers like Houston by making 
24-hour voting, and rolling voting sites, illegal.  The question becomes 
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The chart above shows Texas’ growing minority population over 
the past decade.  Texas is one of 5 states in the United States that 
is majority-minority, no one ethnic group makes up a majority of 
the state. The vast majorities of these populations are young, and 
moving to large metro/urban areas in Texas like Austin and 
Houston.  Texas has always had a history of voter suppression, it 
boasts the most arduous voting policies in the country.  However, 
the laws Texas has passed recently have come under fire for 
providing a “solution” in search of a problem, and these laws 
disproportionately hurt all voters in these large metro areas.
According to a Pew Research Study, the vast majority of growth in 
the electorate over the past two decades are from minorities.  In 
states that are currently considering changes to their voting laws 
such as Florida, Georgia, Arizona, and Texas, all have fast-growing 
non-white populations, and drastically decreasing white shares in the 
electorates.  In 2000, white share of Texas’ electorate was 62%, in 
2018 that number dropped to 51%.  Georgia is much the same with 
68% in 2000, and 58% in 2018.  Arizona’s white share of the 
electorate has seen a 12 point decrease over the preceding 18 years.  
These minority voters favor the Democratic party, and are also 
located in dense urban areas.  These urban areas are more likely to 
be targets of these voter restriction laws, but cloaked within the 
restrictions is the fact that minority votes are disproportionately in 
these areas.
S.B. 14 was passed by Texas in the summer 
of 2013.  Texas, already the state with the 
strictest voter ID in the country, created a law 
that skewed acceptable government ID to 
include ID’s such as a concealed gun permit 
with most applications coming from 
predominately white counties.  Driver’s 
licenses are thought to guarantee someone a 
right to vote, but 1/3 of Texas’ 254 counties 
do not have a DMV.  This has resulted in 
nearly 600,000 registered voters unable to 
participate in democracy, another million 
Texas voters who qualify for registration do 
not have an approved ID.  In states that do 
not require an ID the voter gap between 
whites and non-whites is 4.9%, but leaps to 
13.2% in states that require one.
